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A 5-year retrospective

Female bobolink by G. Morris
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BECO
In the fall of 2013, an idea became a
reality...
Bird Ecology and Conservation Ontario (BECO) was
formed because of the acute need to learn more about
declining bird populations in Ontario and improve
conservation efforts. We strive to address critical
knowledge gaps, develop strategic collaborations, and
conduct research that leads to effective science-based
conservation.
Since 2014, BECO has completed eight projects to
support the conservation of at-risk species by
addressing a range of knowledge gaps and research
questions. Our projects have focused on increasing
knowledge for conservation and stewardship of the
following species: barn swallow, Louisiana waterthrush,
cerulean warbler, common nighthawk, prairie warbler,
bobolink, and eastern meadowlark . Currently, we are
focusing our efforts on birds at risk in agricultural
landscapes, particularly bobolink.

Photos: Top: Male bobolink by G. Morris. Bottom left: Bobolink nestlings by G.
Morris. Bottom right: A. Campomizzi extracts a bobolink by Z. Lebrun-Southcott
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A BECO timeline
Nov 2013
BECO is formed

May 2017
Mar 2016

Jan 2015
BECO receives
charitable status

BECO launches a new
program: birds at risk
in agricultural
landscapes

BECO begins
collaborative research
with Trent University
on bobolink nest
success

Aug 2018
Apr 2014
BECO begins research
on using social cues
to attract barn
swallows to new
nesting structures

Jun 2015

Apr 2016

BECO begins the
prairie warbler
project

BECO receives first 2
species at risk
research grants from
the Ministry of
Natural Resources
and Forestry

Photos (left to right): Z. Lebrun-Southcott, G. Casbourn, G. Morris, J. Horvat

BECO completes its
5th successful field
research season
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FOCAL species

Three of the species we have focused
our efforts on in the past 5 years.

BOBOLINK

PRAIRIE
WARBLER

BARN SWALLOW
Thr eatened in Ontar io and Ca nada

Thr eatened in Ontar io and Canada

Ontar io population is estimated to be
no mor e tha n 320 pair s.

Since 1970, populations of
grassland birds have been in
steep decline for various reasons,
including habitat loss and
changes in agricultural practices.
We are working to identify
conservation strategies for
bobolink that can be integrated
into agricultural production.

In 2014, BECO began a
collaboration with Bird Studies
Canada to test if installing social
cues (decoys and broadcasts of
vocalizations) would increase
barn swallow use of new nesting
structures built to mitigate
habitat loss.

Little is known about the
distribution of this rare songbird
outside of its core breeding area
in Canada, the southeastern
shore of Georgian Bay. To help
address this, BECO developed a
habitat model and surveyed
remote and under-surveyed
regions.

Photos (left to right): Z. Lebrun-Southcott, T. Fernandes, G. Casbourn
Opposite page: Top, bottom left: J. Horvat. Middle: Z. Lebrun-Southcott. Bottom right: G. Morris

Highlights of

BECO's

15

5

biologists gained training and hands-on
experience in wildlife conservation research

first 5 years
810

hectares of hay field, pasture, and grassland
monitored for bobolink breeding activity

Monitored barn swallows
new nesting structures
at

20

82
502
253
707

Louisiana waterthrush surveys
cerulean warbler surveys
prairie warbler surveys
grassland bird surveys

25

landowners hosted
conservation research projects

346

bobolink
nests monitored

CONSERVATION
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science

We conduct ecological research to answer critical
questions about Ontario's at-risk songbirds. By
providing this information to the conservation

community, our goal is to improve the outcome of
conservation actions and contribute to the recovery of
these species. Some of our recent projects include...
In collaboration with the Ontario Soil and Crop
Improvement Association and beef farmers in the
Ottawa Valley, we conducted a two-year project to
investigate how rotational grazing can be modified to
benefit the declining bobolink population. We collected
data on cattle grazing and bobolink nesting success on
six farms and monitored the conservation impact of
small bobolink refuges.
In 2016, we conducted a pilot project to learn about
where bobolink go and if they re-nest when nests are
inadvertently destroyed by hay cutting. To do this, we
tagged nesting adults with miniature radio transmitters
and tracked their movements and nesting status after
the hay cut and for the rest of the breeding season.
Photos: Top: A. Campomizzi. Bottom: R. Howe

BECO' s
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field biologists

We provide opportunities for students and recent
graduates to gain hands-on experience in wildlife
conservation research.

Katherine Robbins led field work for BECO's
2016 bobolink and eastern meadowlark
habitat use project. She returned in 2017 to
be one of a three-member prairie warbler
survey team.

With matching funds from programs such as Colleges
and Institutes Canada's Career-Launcher Internship
program and Canada Summer Jobs, BECO has hired a
small team of field biologists to assist with research
projects each year since 2015. We have employed and
trained 13 field biologists. We have also collaborated
with and supported two graduate students through the
Mitacs Accelerate internship program.
The experience and training gained from working with
BECO has helped our field staff move on to graduate
studies and employment with Conservation Authorities
and other organizations.
We have also had invaluable help from volunteers over
the years –

thank you!

En route to Bon Echo to
survey for prairie warblers.
Photo: G. Casbourn
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Barn swallow research
Louisiana waterthrush surveys
Cerulean warbler surveys
Prairie warbler surveys
Bobolink & eastern meadowlark research
Ontario counties

Where we've worked...

A map of BECO's field research and survey
locations since 2014, colour-coded by species.
A special thank you to all of the landowner s who
have given us the oppor tunity to wor k on their land!
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Andrew Campomizzi, Research Scientist, and Ellen Cottrell, sheep farmer,
lead a field tour at the Cottrell farm, one of BECO's 2018 study sites, for staff
from the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs; the Ontario
Soil and Crop Improvement Association; and the Beef Farmers of Ontario.

Photo: M. Fromberger

CONNECTING

with

STAKEHOLDERS

A critical aspect of our research is working with the people and organizations connected to the species we
are focused on. For our birds at risk in agricultural landscapes program, this means connecting with the
farming community, ecological and agricultural researchers, government, and stewardship organizations
involved in delivering conservation-focused programs.
We have worked directly with 25 farmers and landowners. We have collaborated with the Ontario Soil and
Crop Improvement Association, Bird Studies Canada, Trent University, and more. We have organized
meetings and field tours for the agricultural community, researchers, and other stakeholders. Additionally,
we have presented our research at three international conferences. We are continually working to grow our
network of collaborators to ensure that our work makes a meaningful contribution to bird conservation.
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FINANCIAL1% highlights

BECO' s fiscal year ends December 31. Our audited financial

2017

5%

5%
Admin &
general

22% 22%

statements are available online at www.beco-birds.org/about/

1%
Fundraising

REVENUE
Grants (45% Charities, 55% Government)

Donations

Contracts
23%

Fundraising and donations

55,530

EXPENSES

55%

23%

58,000
253,747

Expenses

Revenue

Project implementation

55%

Administrative and general

Grants

94%

Fundraising
Grants and contributions

Projects

2016

140,217

Contracts (93% NGOs, 7% Government)

201,325
10,567
1,568
213,460

94%
5%
5%
Grants &
5%
contributions
Admin
6%&
general

5%

5%
Donations

REVENUE
Grants (31% Charities, 69% Government)

95,517

Contracts (73% NGOs, 27% Government)

57,813

Fundraising and donations
Other income

8,448
103
161,881

36%

36%

Revenue

Expenses

EXPENSES
Project implementation

Contracts

Administrative and general

59%

Fundraising

59%
Grants

90%
Projects

90%

Grants and contributions

144,872
8,943
7,796
161,611
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FINANCIAL

highlights cont.

2015

2014

Grants

14,345

-

Contracts

38,372

40,826

4,699

2,668

57,416

43,494

50,244

42,098

6,552

4,651

Fundraising

-

-

Grants and contributions

-

-

56,796

46,749

REVENUE

Fundraising and donations

(unaudited)

EXPENSES
Project implementation
Administrative and general

Thank you

to all of our individual
donors, partners, and
supporters for making
the past 5 years possible!

Over the last 5 years, BECO has received financial and in-kind support from the following organizations.
FOUNDATIONS

Echo Foundation
Helen McCrea Peacock Foundation
The McLean Foundation
Ontario Trillium Foundation
Ontario Wildlife Foundation
TD Friends of the Environment Foundation

GOVERNMENT

Government of Canada
Canada Summer Jobs
Environment and Climate Change Canada
Canadian Wildlife Service
Species at Risk Partnerships on Agricultural Lands program
Government of Ontario
Species at Risk Stewardship Fund, Species at Risk Research Fund for Ontario

NGO PARTNERS, FUNDERS, & COLLABORATORS
Bird Studies Canada
Career-Launcher Internship program, Colleges and Institutes Canada
Memorial University
Mitacs
Ontario Soil and Crop Improvement Association
Trent University

IN-KIND PROJECT &
OPERATIONAL SUPPORT

Drumlin Farm
Korax
Mountain Equipment Co-op
Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority
The City of Waterloo
Vortex Canada

114 Vaughan Rd., Suite 307
Toronto, ON M6C 2M1
416.652.8272, info@beco-birds.org
www.beco-bir ds.or g

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Joshua Shook
Jessica Steiner
Erin Thackray

SENIOR STAFF
Zoé Lebrun-Southcott, Executive Director and Wildlife Biologist
Dr. Andrew Campomizzi, Research Scientist

Photo: L. Put
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